For the RC&D Program and the South Central Wa. RC&D Council, 2011 was the most challenging and transformative
year that we have ever faced. Even so, we witnessed great dedication and innovation within our council and staff, as
well as support from NRCS, Washington Conservation Commission, and many others. | want to express my apprecia-
tion for the support that | have personally received, as well as all the hard work that everyone has given to not only
keep the boat afloat but making it run better than ever. 2012 will be a very exciting and busy year!

Thank you!

Heather Simmons-Rigdon
Executive Director

By Becca Wassell, Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancemen

Crew leader Kathy Marshall’s voice is noticeably choked with emo-
tion as she focuses her video camera on a spawning coho in lower
Reecer Creek: “There you are...look how brilliant you are. Yes, sir.
You've done your job...and this is why we do this job.” With that,
she pans the camera to include members of the Washington Conser-
vation Corps as they work to revegetate 24 acres of excavated flood-

plain.
Continued on Page 2...
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The Yakima Basin Clean Water Partnership (YBCWP)
is the newest committee of the South Central Washing-
ton RC&D Council. Formed in 2011, this committee is
working toward leading the effort in developing, promot-
ing, and advancing market based strategies to improve
water quality in the Yakima Basin, as well as working on
state level strategies that will support these efforts and
those throughout the state in developing Ecosystem Ser-
vices Markets.

In 2011, the RC&D received an NRCS CTA grant to help
work on several products that will help ramp this effort
forward, including a Floodplain Supply Analysis and a
Demand Analysis of the Yakima Basin. These products
will provide valuable information going forward!

In addition, committee members have been out and
about state wide getting the committee’s message
across to agencies, funders, and other watershed man-
agers. There has been a lot of excitement built up! The
focus in 2012 will be to implement several demonstration
level projects in the Yakima Basin. These demonstra-
tions will help build the science and the business model
behind credit development, develop processes for credit
development and trade, and further increase the support

that is critical for an Ecosystem
Services Market to work here.

The unique roll of the YBCWP
is to provide:

Yakima Basin
Clean Water Partnership

- Cleaner water faster using
a market-based approach,
with a focus on the Yakima
Basin.

- A proactive and results oriented group.
- Grass roots, locally-led, and voluntary participation.

- Accountability, transparency, inclusiveness, and credi-
bility.
- An adaptive management approach.

The next meeting of the Technical SubCommittee is: Janu-
ary 24" and 25", 2012. The purpose of the meeting will
be to demonstrate a shade credit calculation model and
use it to evaluate long term benefits resulting from the
recent Reecer Creek floodplain restoration project. Please
e-mail: heathersr@scwrcd.org for an agenda and location.

For more information, you can also go to: www.scwrcd.org/
cleanwater.html.




Continued from page 1 plants, and had a great time!”
Roughly 2,700 plugs, 3,000 live
Marshall's crew was one of four stakes and 5,000 potted native
Americorps crews engaged in the plants had been installed by the
revegetation effort on the Reecer time work was halted at the end
Creek Floodplain Restoration pro- || of November. More than 100
ject. The project, designed to en- volunteers contributed to the
hance fish and wildlife habitat, im- planting effort, and volunteer
prove flood management and water || work will be critical to the suc-
quality, and provide increased rec- || cess of the plantings in the years
reational opportunities in the City of || to come. Much of the collabora-
Ellensburg, began construction in tion and funding was coordinat-
the fall of 2010. The levee that had || ed through the RC&D YTAHP
constrained Reecer Creek’s left program.

bank for more than a century was
set back to the east, opening up 58
acres of floodplain habitat. The
artificially-straightened channel was
relocated to a new meandering

Please contact Mid-Columbia
Fisheries Enhancement Group’s
Stewardship Coordinator,
Brenda Nass, at
brenda@midcolumbiarfeg.com,

channel within an inset floodplain. if you would like to be involved.

Pieces of large wood were placed

throughout the new stream and The Reecer Creek Floodplain
floodplain to increase habitat com- || Restoration project is a shining
plexity. example of the power of collabo-

ration. . .so much so that the list
of partners won't fit in this news-
letter! Please check out the pro-
ject website at:
www.ReecerCreekFloodplain.info,
for a list of the amazing groups
and individuals who have con-
tributed to the project’s success.

South Central Washington RC&D
Council employee Carol Ready
directed the revegetation efforts,
which began in October of 2011.
Says Ready, “Although it was a
whirlwind at the time, it seems pret-
ty straightforward in retrospect. We
dug a lot of holes, planted a lot of
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In the West, RC&D's have partnered with the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) to assist Local Public Utilities to
deliver Energy Efficiency cash incentives to agricultural producers. At no cost, our Energy Analysts work with agricul-
tural producers and rural small businesses to reduce on farm energy consumption and find funding for energy improve-
ment projects. The services provided to producers are at no cost, and include:

- Providing onsite energy assessments.

- Establishing eligibility. WAT E R
- Arranging energy audits when needed for grant applications. save

- Estimating energy costs and submitting to BPA engineers.

- Reviewing project bids with producers to help determine practicality.

- ldentifying applying for funding for energy improvement projects.

The So. Central Wa. RC&D Council is happy to administer this Eastern Washington program in 2012 across 5 RC&D
areas and multiple conservation districts: (http://www.agenergynw.org/home/agy/smartlist 13/washington.html).

Our goal is to provide producers with the latest information on energy upgrades and cost savings, help them identify
funds to help them with costs, and to serve as the producer’s advocate. Our goal is to keep farmers farming!

To find out more, go to: www.scwrcd.org/scse.html.
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By Justin Bader, NYCD YTAHP Project Coordinator

Nile Creek Diversion Removal

Through a partnership with a local landowner, the largest irrigation diversion on Nile
Creek was decommissioned in the fall of 2011. The removal of the diversion is part of a
larger water savings and irrigation project that moves the point of diversion out of Nile
Creek, which is a key tributary for salmon production and a high priority for restoration, to
the neighboring Naches River. When finished, the project will have installed a new pump-
ing station and fish screen on the Naches River and, through a partnership with the
Washington Water Trust, the Nile Creek water right will be trusted and remain instream
to aid in restoration of the creek for salmon and bull trout production.

North Fork Ahtanum Creek Flow Monitoring

As a continuation of a fish passage project from the previous year, new flow monitoring

equipment was installed on the North Fork of Ahtanum Creek. With the new equipment

being brought online, irrigators and fisheries managers will have accurate measurements of water availability through-
out the year and the capabilities to access the data remotely.

La Salle High School Riparian Enhancement
Working with La Salle High School, a multi-year habitat restoration project
began in the spring of 2011 on property owned by the high school and bor-
dering Ahtanum Creek. Previous land practices of the property had left the
ground barren of native ripari-
an vegetation and populated
with noxious weeds. Restora-
tion activities started with
intensive weed management
which included mowing areas
with high concentrations of
weeds, followed up with
planting and mulching. In total, around 4 acres were planted with over
3,000 live cuttings and 700 potted plants. Concurrently, the Yakama
Nation worked extensively to increase instream habitat and stream
channel complexity, as well as provide floodplain roughness. In the
future, this piece of property will provide much needed habitat for salm-
on and steelhead, as well as provide an outdoor learning environment
for events hosted by La Salle.

In 2011, with the assistance of the RC&D, the South Central Wa. Coordinated Weed Management Area (CWMA) was
formed. A CWMA is a geographic area where a collaboration of federal, state, and local entities have agreed to work
together on weed management usually centered on specific goals and weed challenges in that area. The SCW
CWMA is focused in Yakima and Klickitat Counties. They are currently working together on 1) identification of priority
weed species, 2) mapping and data collection, 3) outreach and public education, 4) applying for and pooling funds, 5)
collaborative treatment, and 6) sharing knowledge on weed treatment activities and success.

A MOU has been drafted and agreed upon by all of the partners and so far two collaborative projects have been fund-
ed and completed.

For more information on the South Central Washington CWMA, or to get involved, go to: http://www.scwrcd.org/
cwma.html




1606 Perry St., Suite E
Yakima, WA. 98902

Phone: 509-452-8392
E-mail: resources@scwrcd.org
Website: www.scwrcd.org

INCOME

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE AS OF 12/31/11 $57,684.26
CD BALANCE AS OF 12/31/11 $21,067.13
Bonneville Power Administration (for YTAHP) $862,000.90
Yakima Valley Community Foundation (for Tapash) $13,162.00
Bonneville Power Administration (for SWSE) $9,546.00
PROJECT FUNDS RE-|NRCS Conservation Technical Assistance (for YBCWP) $1,101.70
CEIVED Donations (for Connections Coalition) $400.00
Non-Profit Workshop $1,335.00
EnSafe Training $1,525.00
TOTAL $889,070.60
SPONSOR DUES TOTAL $1,650.00
INTEREST EARNED TOTAL $769.80
TOTAL INCOME $891,490.40

EXPENSES
YTAHP $64,316.50
Save Water Save Energy $7,688.35
PERSONNEL Yakima Basin Qlean Water Partnership $4,081.00
General Operations $19,003.32
Payroll Taxes $7,919.65
TOTAL $103,008.82
YTAHP - Kittitas County Conservation District $435,062.14
YTAHP - North Yakima Conservation District $240,987.00
YTAHP - Wa. State Department of Fish & Wildlife $ 92,245.53
PROJ(EC%E,[TQISI\)AENTS Tapash - Two projects & Staff $14,694.95
YBCWP - Wa. Conservation Commission $1,130.96
EnSafe Training - Okanogan CD $1,525.00
TOTAL $785,645.58
Advertising & Meeting Costs $1,036.13
Phone & Internet $930.00
Office Supplies, Postage, and Repairs/Maintenance $4,204.84
Travel (Lodging, Per Diem, Mileage) $5,613.42

GENERAL OPERATIONS —

Dues & Subscriptions $1,398.46
Insurance & Security $7,939.88
Accounting (Bookkeeping & Audit) $9,900.00
TOTAL $31,022.73
TOTAL EXPENSES $919,677.13




